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ing17,  tapestry-making18,   woollen   (mainly finishing pro-
cesses) 19.
1 Infra, p. 483, No. i.	a Supra, p. 113, note 4 ; infra, vol. iii. 329.
3 Infra, vol. iii. 42.	* Supra, p. 176.
5	House of Commons Journals, xii. 281 ; and infra, vol. iii. 367.
6	Supra, pp. 164, 179.	7 Supra, p. in.
8	H$s2. MSS. Comm. Buckinghamshire, 294.
9	Infra, vol. iii. 352, note 2.	10 Infra, vol. iii. 57, 60.
11 Infra, vol. iii. 57, 389.	ia 7w/ra, vol. iii. 365.
13	Supra, p. 58 ; infra, vol. iii. 180.	-14 Supra, p. 103.
15	Supra, p. 113, note     ; infra, vol. iii. 363.       le Supra, p. 113, note 4.
17	Infra, vol. iii. 403         18 Victoria County History, Warwickshire, ii. 263.
18	Supra, pp. 51, note 6, 53, 84-85 ; infra, vol. iii. 57, note 10.
(i) P#g£ 91, note 5
A shopkeeper in a provincial town (Lancaster), William
Stout, has left an autobiography *• which throws valuable
light on contemporary business practices. A Quaker in re-
ligion, methodical in his habits, economical yet generous to
others, he achieved a substantial competency by painstaking
attention to his business and careful savings. Born in 1665
he sprang from yeoman stock. His father, " a very
industrious husbandman ", farmed a few acres. He re-
ceived his education first at a dame school and after at the
free school ; but as he grew older he was often taken away
to assist in tending the sheep, helping at the plough, making
hay and shearing — " so that we made small progress in
Latin, for what we got in winter we forgot in summer '*.
He was sent to a boarding school at thirteen years of age ;
and when sixteen he was bound apprentice for seven years
to a grocer and ironmonger, his father undertaking to pay
a premium of £20 and " to find me all apparel". The
apprentices slept in the shop 2 and were mostly employed " in
making up goods for the market day ", and " in delivering
out goods ". Upon the expiry of his term (1688) he set up
in business with a capital of £120 inherited from his father.
He visited London where he bought ^200 worth of goods,
paying each tradesman " half ready money as was then
usual to do by any young man beginning trade " ; and
Sheffield where he laid out £20 " in Sheffield and Birmingham
manufactures " 3. Altogether he furnished his shop with
goods to the value of £300 in preparation for midsummer

